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BY O. K. SPRINKLE. 

Onr church is again in the slate of progression. 
"We having the name of Progt eesi ve Brethren (i. e. 
undenomiuationally speaking) we have concluded 
there is a work for na to do, and not to be stand- 
ing idly waning, bnt put onr energy and strength in 
the work, and by onr Heavenly Father's blessing 
resting on each and every one engaged in the 
cause, may receive their reward by the one who 
has granted those a crown who prove faithful till 
his coming. As our beloved pastor ia ever at 
work for the cause, proclaiming the honor and due 
respect to our Maker, the church, the family, our 
neighbors, and to the youtha of our country, if 
makes us feel as if there is a great work, and we 
can't begin too soon. So let us begin at home and 
from that point begin, because we will not have so 
far to go to get ready to begin, and have accom- 
plished a great deal more when we get to the end. 
At we are bv nature ainful, we have some sinB 
worse to get rid of thaa others. But one of the 
rarest powers possessed by roan is the power to 
state a fact. It seems a very simple thing to tell 
the truth, but, beyond all question, there is nothing 
half so easy as lying. To comprehend the true 
fact in its exaet length, breadth, revelation and 
signification, and to state it in language that Bhall 
represent it wtth exact fidelity, ia the work of a 
mind singularly gifted, finely balanced, and thor- 
oughly practiced in that special department of ef- 
fort. 

The men arc comparatively few who are in the 
habit of telling the truth. We all lie every day of 
our lives — almost in every sentence we utter — : not 
consciously and criminally, perhaps, but really in 
that our would-be-true language failB to represent 
truth and state facts correctly. The true fact is, 
we are not ourselves; we are not free ; we are 
afraid to be ourselves. We act because some one 
else acts. We are not willing to let our conscience 
act ; we bold it in subjection, but because some- 
body said so, I'll do it that way too. To be free, 
is something which masterb thi' senses, which pro- 
tects itself against the animal appetite, which pen- 
etrates beneath the body and recognizes us* own 
reality and greatness. I call that one free, which 
escapes the bondage of matter ; which, instead of 
stopping at the material univenn- and making it a 
prison wall, passes beyond it to its Author, and 
finds, in the radiant signatures which that universe 
everywhere bears of the infinite Spirit, htlps to its 
own spirit enlargement. 

There are men in all communities who are be- 
lieved to be honest, yet whose word is never taken 
as authority upon any subject. There is a flaw or 
a warp somewhere in their perceptions which pre- 
vents them frbm receiving truthful impressions. 
Everything comes to them distorted, as natural 
objects are distorted by reaching the eye through 
wrinkled window-glass. Some are able to appre- 
hend a tact and Htate it correctly if it has no direct 
relation to ther.iHelvi.-s. But the moment their per- 
sonality or their personal interest is involved, the 
fact assumes false proportions and false colors. Ia 
that man free? Is he hom-st with himself? I 
call that man free who sets no bounds to his love, 
who recognizes in all human beings the image of 
God and the rights of his children, who delights in 
virtue and sympathizes with the suffering wherever 
they may be found, who conquers pride, anger 
and sloth, and offers himself up a willing victim to 
the cause of many who need a helping hand, and 
to extend it kindly. That one is free who ia not 
passively framed by outward circumstances, who is 
not swept away by the torrent of events, who is 
not ibe creature of accidental impulses, but who 
bends events to bis own improvement and acts 
from an inward spring, from immutable principles 
• which be has deliberately espoused. That one who 
protects himself against the usurpations of society, 
who doee not cower to human opinion, who feds 
himself accountable to a higher tribunal than man- 
made laws when not in accorr 1 to God's word, who 
respects a higher law than that of man which is of 
fashion ; who reverences bimsell too much to be 
the slave or tool of the many or the few. Who, 
through confidence in God and in the power of 


virtue, has cast off all fear bat that of wrong doing, 
whom no menace or peril can enthrall, who is 
calm in the midat ot tumult and possesses himself, 
though all else be lost. Finally, I call that one 
free who, conscious of his affinity with God and 
confiding in his promises through Jeans Christ, 
devotes himself faithfully to the unfolding of all its 
powers, who transcends the bounds of time and 
death, who hopes to advance forever, and who 
finds inexhaustible power, both lor action and suf- 
fering, in the prospect of immortality of mankind. 

To W. K. Morrett, of Pa. 

Dear Bro. — If yon are a Christian I can call yon 
Bro. But your selfishness makes me use the "if." 
Yon are so indefinite in your statements that I am 
at a loss to know bow to reply. One thing I wish 
to correct I nowhere, in my article referred to, 
said that "I was now building up what I once tore 
down," and why do you make the statement? 
Bead again, Bro. But I did say this of Panl, but 
not of myself. So far as advocating the same 
doctrine that I once did, I do. I never did advo- 
cate Elder rule nor lay servitude. "If the Son 
makes us free then are we free indeed." And all, 
not just the elders. 

And I make, no reference to baptism or feet- 
washing in my article, but I know whereof I speak 
when I assert that much of the incidental law or 
"rule" of the German Baptist church is man-made. 
And hence, essentials are created, outside of the 
Bible, clearly. 

Yon need not be bo much "amazed" at the scales 
falling from my eyes after preaching an long as I 
did for the German Baptists. Paul was a Hebrew 
of the Hebrews, grounded and settled in the then 
modern doctrines of the Jews — living before God 
in all good conscience and yet was all wrong. I 
was born and bred in the German Baptist church. 
and I do expect, as you say, "the scales were very 
thick on my eyes," buc they were not so thick but 
what they could be broken off. Can you say as 
much of yourself, my dear Bro., or have yon any 
scales at all on your eyes? Please apply Matt. 
7 : 5, and possibly the scales may yield a little at 

tout. 

It may "amaze" you to think that I "should 
preach so many years and not know what kind of 
a bonnet or a coat a man should wear." But it is 
my time to be amazed that you should think that 
a man should wear a bonnet and that I should 
know what kind it should be. The Holy Spirit 
did not indicate to i tie what kind of clothing I or any 
one should wear. And while it may be that a 
number of Sunday School scholars could tell me 
what kind of a coat or bonnet a man should wear 
in your neighborhood, where you may have taught. 
But here in the weBt the children are not taught 
such palaver. We teach them the truth as it is in 
Jesus. ' • 

It is possible that some ot the Brethren minis- 
ters have a few scales on their eyes yet, but it does 
«<■(■ in to me that there might be a few scales on 
other people's eyes too, or they surely would see 
the difference between a purely gospel church and 
one that is amalgamated with men, rule and gos- 
pel. 

But I pass to notice, and will try and answer in- 
telligently why there should be more fault found 
with the Methodist, although it is not my assertion. 
But to the answer. What the Methodist church 
have to offer they are willing that their members 
may enjoy under all reasonable circumstances. 
But not so with the German Baptist* ; for because 
some, like myself, do not know what kind of a bon- 
net or coat a man should wear they will ruthlessly 
expel, and, in their version, condemn to eternal 
condemnation. Now, sir, I hand back to you the 
"thick scales" if you do not see the point. 

You certainly are not keeping near the tacts 
when you set up that the German Baptist church 
is being persecuted. Once a ye»r when the A. M. 
convenes and is courted by the R R all over the 
country for their patronage — and for their patron- 
age they are praised and flattered each succeeding 
year. And "betwet- n limes" tru y are carried to the 
Panhandle and other places anrl induced to write 
flattering artioles — published in supplements — to 
deceive the unwary. All this by the leading el- 
1 ders. Is this persecution ? 


Your reference to the organization of the Breth- 
ren church is "off." The German Baptist church 
bad got so far away from the principles of the or* 
ganization of 1708 that it became a forced necessi- 
ty to separate and hold on to the gospel doctrine 
of the church and let those w ho would, go with 
their men-made creed, "bonnets and coats ;" for 
among all the six hundred and over churches" 
there was not one found that obeyed the gospel, 
the whole gospel and nothing but the gospel. 
Hence it was necessary to declare "off ;*' and the 
action does prove, as yon say, that "the others 
were wrong." 

I am exceedingly sorry that you did "not have 
space to tell me why we are so much afraid of the 
Methodist b." I should like to have heard very 
much. But if yon will believe me, we are not 
afraid of the Methodists, nor of the German Bap- 
tists, for that matter. But if you think we are, 
would yon or any other man in the German Bap- 
tist church meet and debate the principles of the 
German Baptist church government with the 
Brethren. You can have the opportunity of teat- 
ing the matter if you so desire. But I forestall 
the answer by saying now, that not a man, not one, 
will take the challenge and discuss them, for they 
do not dare to do it. 

Having now made reply as I understood your 
letter, I will now close for the present, hoping that 
onr further correspondence may be characterized 
by a Christian .spirit, and that I may hear from 
you again if it seemetb good to you to do so. 

Yours with a desire for truth and right, 

J. B. La Hi. 

Olathe, Kan., and Kansas City, etc. 


Ian on Man. 

It is easier to understand a plow than the pow- 
er-loom, or a wagon than an engine. It is easier 
to understand a mollusfj than a fish, a fish than a 
reptile, a reptile than a mammal ; and a brute- 
mammal than a man, with his hundreds of muscles 
and interlacing nerves and with bis great gift of 
speech. 

To know man as an animal is simply to know „ 
the most complex handiwork of God — to know him 
as a mind and spirit, and to interpret his action is 
a far higher achievement. 

The highest names in the world are not those 
who do the greatest deeds, or sing the sweetest 
songs, or carve the finest statues, or paint the 
truest pictures, but those who interpret man, and 
see what is in him. 

In the every -day strife of business the strong 
man as be who readily discerns character, and de- 
tects motives, and sees how others feel and think, 
and hence know how to approach and use tbem. 
This is the great secret of influences. j, 

Sermon anu instruction fail, however eloquent 
or learned or earnest, unless the speaker has the 
faculty of insight into the minds of others. 

The dull and ignorant man is one who under- 
stands only himself. The truly wise man is he 
that can put himself in another's place, and meas- 
ure their actions. 

The great secret of this faculty of perception is 
the power of love and sympathy. 

The great teacher ia love in the form of sympa- 
thy, for sympathy with another almost implies 
knowledge of him. 

Thus woman are said to have a keener appro- ■": 
hension of character than men, because they have 
stronger sympathies. 

Man is generally more selfish. Selfishness im- 
plies that a man lives within the radius and .cir- 
cumference of his own being. 

Sympathy warms up the heart and sends its 
glow into the life of others. The thoughts reach 
out into the experiences, hopes and sorrows of 
others. So in reaching out they grasp at cause 
and effect. 

Love and sympathy are the keys that open an 
entrance into the souls and lives of our fellows. j 

Nosak. 


I know myself the being of a day ; 

But when the rolling heavens my thoughts survey, 

No more I trvad the earth, a guest I rise 

At Jove's own banquet in the starry skies. 

— Antipater of Sidon, R G. 100. 


